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ABSTRACT : PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To add additional information sufficient for managing 

contents to the contents by generating a digital signature from the additional information 
as information related to the contents and identification information to be applied to the 
contents. 

SOLUTION: The digital signature is generated from additional information P and 
identification information (m). Namely, first of all, the additional information P of contents M 
is prepared. At such a time, the entire located 'additional information' is regarded as 
sequence of bytes. Next, the identification information (m) of contents M is prepared. At 
such a time, 'identification information' is detected from the contents M and regarded as 
sequence of bytes. Further, the prepared identification information (m) is embedded in the 
contents M as 'electronic watermark' and a digital signature D is prepared corresponding 
to the sequence of bytes linking two sequences of bytes of the additional information P 
and the identification (m) and added as external information of contents M. Thus, 
additional information sufficient for managing the contents M can be added to these 
contents M. 

COPYRIGHT: (C)2001,JPO 


